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Germany, on her part, undertook "to use her influence
to forestall, on the Ottoman coasts and islands in the
Adriatic and Aegean Seas any territorial modification which
might be injurious" to Italy. As to North Africa: "If it
were to happen that France should make a move to extend
her occupation, or even her protectorate or her sovereignty,
under any form whatsoever, in the North African territories>
whether of the Vilayet of Tripoli or of the Moroccan Em-
pire, and that in consequence thereof Italy, in order to
safeguard her position in the Mediterranean, should feel
that she must herself take action," Germany promised her
armed support, if war should ensue.66
In 1891, at the third renewal of the Triple Alliance,
Italy made a number of new requests, but the only one
which was finally conceded to her was an extension of Ger-
many's obligation to support her in North Africa. Germany
and Italy engaged to exert themselves for the maintenance
of the status quo in Cyrenaica, Tripoli and Tunis. But,
"if unfortunately, as a result of a mature examination of the
situation, Germany and Italy should both recognize that
the maintenance of the status quo has become impossible,
Germany engages, after a formal and previous agreement,
to support Italy in any action in the form of occupation or
other taking of guaranty which the latter should under-
take in these same regions with a view to an interest of
equilibrium and of legitimate compensation." In such an
eventuality both Powers would seek to place themselves
likewise in agreement with England.67
This opened the door, as the Italians hoped, to a possi-
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